Metacarpal hand: classification and guidelines for microsurgical reconstruction with toe transfers.
Metacarpal hand refers to the hand that has lost its prehensile ability through amputation of all fingers with or without amputation of the thumb. Functional restoration can be achieved by a wide variety of microvascular toe transfer techniques. When deciding which procedure should be used, careful consideration must be given to the level of amputation of the fingers as well as the functional status of the remaining thumb. In this article we propose a classification for the various patterns of the metacarpal hand along with guidelines for selection of the proper toe transfer procedure.